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The correct name of the thinlip mullet (Liza ramada) 
(Teleostei: Mugilidae)

Maurice Kottelat*

The correct species name of the thinlip mullet is Liza ramada (Risso, 1827), not “L. ramado (Risso, 1810)”. The name 
‘ramado’ as used by Risso (1810) is a vernacular name. An earlier neotype designation for M. ramado has no valid-
ity.
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Introduction

The first description of the thinlip mullet Liza 
ramada is usually dated as in Risso (1827). Re-
cently, Fricke (1999: 43) dated it to Risso (1810: 
344), with the spelling and combination “Mugil 
Cephalus var. ramado”. This reading of Risso (1810) 
is erroneous. Although overlooked by later au-
thors, the change of the name of the species has 
recently entered some databases (e.g. Catalogue 
of Fishes http://research.calacademy.org/re-
search/ichthyology/catalog/fishcatsearch.html ). 
As this is the name of a species widely distrib-
uted along European coasts and lower reaches of 
rivers, the target of commercial fisheries and used 
for aquaculture (see, e.g., Whitehead et al., 1996; 
Kottelat & Freyhof, 2007), it is important that this 
error be corrected quickly.

Liza ramada (Risso, 1827)

Fricke (1999: 43) considered that Risso (1810: 344) 
described a “Mugil Cephalus var. ramado”. This 
combination is used nowhere in Risso (1810) and 
a close examination of Risso’s text shows that 
when he used the name ‘ramado’ it was in a 
separate paragraph (marked “A.”) at the end of 
the description of Mugil cephalus and makes it 
clear that ‘ramado’ is a common name (“Je place, 
comme une variété de cette espèce, un muge 
connu sous le nom de ramado” [I place, as a vari-
ety of this species, a mullet known under the 
name ramado]). The syntax makes it clear that this 
is a pre-existing local name, and that it was not 
intended as a new scientific name. Risso men-
tioned local names of a few species, in similar 
position at the end of the accounts in paragraphs 
“A.”, in using italics. Another example appears 
at the end of the description of the immediately 
following species (p. 346, under Mugil provensalis) 
where Risso used the vernacular ‘sabounié’ with 
almost the same wording: “Je place, comme une 
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